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Effects of Media Sensationalism
To the editor,
The public plays a critical role in their society, and there are very many events that happen within them. Therefore, I think the public does not require knowing everything for all events; however, some of the events the public should be provided with everything. The reason behind the people not getting every bit of information, especially in events such as crimes, is because they might tamper with the investigations. Moreover, the public makes a lot of exaggeration and change information when the story of the events lands to them, hence hiding more information which is required by the authority. For instance, when Kelly and Josephine knew they are identified, they tried to change stories and hide from the truth to avoid being detected, who was the real killer of Reena. 
Nonetheless, I would recommend some events which will affect the public to be communicated fully. Some of the activities include situations that affect society directly, such as a rising pandemic. The people have the right to know because they live in the communities, and they need to understand what is going on in their communities to be able to take cover early and safeguard what needs to be considered. Moreover, some of the crimes which cannot be interfered with the public can also be given to the public because some people who were available during the crime could help the authorities in getting the culprits when they dispose of the witness to them. For instance, in Reena Virk's case, presenting the event to public made it possible for people such as Warren and Kelly to be identified. 
Providing the public with all information is not helpful. Some of the data, especially regarding murder such as the murder for Reena Virk, might make people have fear, anxiety, and lack of trust in the government. The killing of Reena in school by other teens made it create fear for members of the community because they did not believe that their children are safe in school or with other children. The murder was planned by two friends Kelly and Josephine; although the majority of the students were not aware of the plan and also many teenagers did not know Reena, they did not intervene to stop the situation to continue. Notably, people live in the community, and when such situations happen, they will also lack trust for the government especially if judgment takes a longer time before it happens.

There are also other reasons that the media needs to use this information. Many media organizations select a headline which will create attention to other people to gain more viewers. Moreover, the headlines state with a different purpose, hence making a person have tension. Often, the situation is exaggerated to look as if death is nothing; for instance, one media organization used a headline, "the witness says teen smoked cigarette while drowning Reena Virk.” The headline was irrelevant to the situation as the media had no truth about the situation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The provision of all information to the media makes them use other headlines, which creates fear to the public. People are given information that is exaggerated and has no truth and proof in them by the media. The media has always been over-reporting violent crimes for a long time. Every media organization needs attention because of the high competition; therefore, every media will search for a more captivating headline; for instance, in Veena murder, one press had this headline "students knew of planned attack but did not try to stop it." Regrettably, the information about violent crimes is not healthy for children as it will make them aware of specific issues, which may make them fear and frightened, especially when the situation happened in school.
Thanking you,
Braidie.

